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situations, is a wholly detestable thing. But
it is one thing to sacrifice another person's
comfort to one's laughter, and quite another
to be amused at what a fire-insurance policy
calls the act of God.

And I am very sure of this, that the sane,
healthy, well-balanced nature must have a
fund of wholesome laughter in him, and
that so far from trying to repress a sense of
humour, as an unkind, unworthy, inhuman
thing, there is no capacity of human nature
which makes life so frank and pleasant a
business. There are no companions so
delightful -as the people for whom one
treasures up jests and reminiscences, because
one is sure that they will respond to them
and enjoy them; and indeed I have found
that the power of being irresponsibly amused
has come to my aid in the middle of really
tragic and awful circumstances, and has
relieved the strain more than anything else
could have done.

I do not say that humour is a thing to be
endlessly indulged and sought after; but to
be genuinely amused is a sign of courage
and amiability, and a sign too that a man
is not self-conscious and self-absorbed. It
ought not to be a settled preoccupation.
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